
Knowledge Organiser - The Great Fire of London

Key VocabularySources of Information

Timeline of Events

Firefighters Then and Now

We know about the events that 
took place at the time through 

many sources, including: 

• Samuel Pepys’ diary 
• London Gazette reports from 3rd 

September 1666 
• Eyewitness statements from the 

time 
• Paintings of the Great Fire

Firefighters have changed a lot 
from 1666 till now. Back in 1666 

they had to use leather buckets and 
fire squirts to put out fires! They 

also used to ride in a horse-pulled 
wagon instead of a fire engine.


