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	Food Chains
	What happens if part of the food chain is removed?

	What is a food chain?
	 A food chain shows how animals get their energy and nutrients from plants and other animals.
 They show you who eats what.
 The chains are made up of producers and consumers. 
	When part of the food chain is removed, this has an impact on the other parts of the food chain. The number of some species will increase, while the population of others will decrease. 
 This can have a direct impact on the survival of the species. 
 The population of tertiary consumers depends on healthy populations of producers, primary and secondary consumers.

	What is a producer? 
	 Food chains start with a producer (usually a green plant or algae) – they get their energy from the sun. 
	

	What is a consumer? 
	 Consumers get their food by eating plants or other animals.
 Consumers can be predators and/or prey. 
	

	What is a predator? 
	 Animals which eat other animals are called predators.
 Predators can be omnivores/carnivores.
	

	What is prey?
	 Animals that are eaten by other animals.
 Prey can be herbivores/omnivores/carnivores.
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The Primary Consumer is
thefirst animal to eat in the
food chain. Here, the
grasshopper eats the grass.

The Producer

is the grass —
itgetsits

energy from *
the sun.

The arrows show how the energy

moves throughout the food chain.

‘The Secondary Consumer is
the second animal to eat in
the food chain. Here, the
| frog eats the grasshopper.
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The Tertiary Consumer is
the third animal to eat in
the food chain. Here, the
snake eats the frog and
grasshopper.





